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ASHRAE AUSTIN
CHAPTER 066

CHARTERED
APRIL 8, 1956

54 YEARS &  
GOING STRONG!
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Presidential Listing:
1 B. Segall, Jr. 1956-1957
2 Atwell Lagow 1957-1958
3 Jim Rea 1958-1959
4 Ira Wilke 1959-1960
5 Bill Luedecke 1960-1961
6 Bobby Barnhart 1961-1962
7 Bill Fairchild 1962-1963
8 Frank Gerling 1963-1964
9 Eddie Bloomquist 1964-1965
10 Bill Milstead 1965-1966
11 Jim Hearn 1966-1967
12 Brooks Porter, Jr. 1967-1968
13 Curt Fox 1968-1969
14 Bill Worsham 1969-1970
15 Phil Thomas 1970-1971
16 Dick Lowke 1971-1972
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Presidential Listing Cont.: 
17 Gary Laird 1972-1973
18 David Hearn 1973-1974
19 Larry Zunker 1974-1975
20 Bob Zelsman 1975-1976
21 Dick Goeth 1976-1977
22 Jerry Jones 1977-1978
23 Gene Konde 1978-1979
24 Joe Lowke 1979-1980
25 Bill Adair 1980-1981
26 Bruce Evans 1981-1982
27 Mike Hart 1982-1983
28 Bob McAlister 1983-1984
29 Larry Bloomquist 1984-1985
30 Noel Robertson 1985-1986
31 Steve Jaeger 1986-1987
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Presidential Listing Cont.: 
32 Ron Jackson 1987-1988

33 Jeff Brouillette 1988-1989
34 Tim Waugh 1989-1990
35 Steve Jaeger 1990-1991
36 Randy Schrecengost 1991-1992
37 Ron Yeasley 1992-1993
38 Gloria Hawkins 1993-1994
39 Mike Davidson 1994-1995
40 Steve McNiff 1995-1996
41 Pat Corbett 1996-1997
42 Charles Kieffer 1997-1998
43 Amado Ramirez 1998-1999
44 Bill Klock 1999-2000
45 Carl Crow 2000-2001
46 Bob Love 2001-2002
47 Jim Ruth 2002-2003
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Presidential Listing Cont.: 

48 Wes Goodwin 2003-2004
49 Mark Merriman 2004-2005
50 Jeremy Smith 2005-2006
51 Cameron Labunski 2006-2007
52 Thursten Simonsen 2007-2008
53 Gordon Hall 2008-2009
54 Charles Whitten 2009-2010

55 Joe Reyes – THE NEXT BIG THING - 2010-2011
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Presidential Listing FACTs: 

1 Female Gloria Hawkins 1993-1994

1 Served Twice Steve Jaeger 1986-1987, 1990-1991

1 William Collins RP Tim Waugh 1989-1990 

7 Chapter Service Awards Chapter History 

4 Chapter Service Awards – Nominees 2009-2010

4 Regional Service Awards  Chapter History 

1 Distinguished Service Award   Mike Hart 1982-1983

2 Golden Gavels Larry Bloomquist  1984-1985
Mike Davidson 1994-1995
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Life Members:
1 E. Bruce Appling 17 Robert N. Seelman
2 Leon Briggs 18 Colin C. Thomas
3 William H. Brydson 19 Philip E. Thomas
4 Tom Cable 20 Thomas H. Tohler
5 Charles B. Chenault 21 Jorge Villalba
6 Curtman C. Fox 22 V. Vincent
7 Richard N. Goeth 23 Leslie B. Ward
8 John R. Gray 24 Stanley B. Wentz
9 Sam Harper 25 Charles W. Whidden
10 Charles Kieffer 26 William M. Wilcox
11 Eugene R. Konde 27 William A. Worsham
12 Richard Lowke 28 Wesley F. Wright
13 Bob A. McAlister 29 Robert F. Zelsman
14 Robert F. Mossman
15 Elliot E. Ransom, Jr.
16 Martin Royer
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Early in the 1950s:
– Austin’s Heating/Ventilation Industry leaders drove 

to San Antonio (~100 miles) for meetings of ASHVE 
(American Society Heating & Ventilating Engineers).

October 1955 Proposed:
– Austin ASHVE Chapter 

April 1956:
– Chapter Charter (right =>)
– 4 Officers, 2 BOGs

July of 1956:
– First Chapter Newsletter

“The Austin Register”
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1956 - 1960:
– Mr. James Rea was Secretary and designed and 

wrote the first Austin Register newsletter. 
– The Austin Register was printed front & back on 

11x14 paper, & folded as “business envelope” mailer.
– Cost to mail a 1958 newsletter was two (2) cents.
– Chapter meal was usually chicken fried steak 

complete with salad, desert, coffee or tea at $1.75.
– Our first President was B. Segall, Jr.
– Meetings lasted from the 6:00 p.m. Social Hour to the  

10:00 p.m. +/- Adjournment.
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1960 - 1970: 
– The Austin Register’s format began to change 

slightly due to available technology and the creativity 
and initiative of the Newsletter Editors.  

– Around 1964, since Austin was the home of the 
Capitol and the University of Texas, the newsletter 
began appearing with a header with pictures of both 
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1960 – 1970, continued:
– The Register was still printed front and back, and 

folded to be mailed at a cost of six (6) cents by the 
end of the decade - 1969.

– A complete chapter meal cost $2.50.
– Meetings began adjourning earlier at 9:00 p.m. or so.
– The Chapter added a President-Elect position to have 

five (5) Officers, but still only had two (2) BOGs.
• Members serving: Frank Gerling, Eddie Bloomquist, William 

Milstead, Brooks Porter Jr., William Fairchild, Atwell Lagow, 
and Les Ward.

– In 1964, the Chapter Treasury held $330.
– By 1969, the Chapter was 13 years old.
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1970 - 1980:
– In this decade, the Chapter Officer Positions included 

Newsletter Editor (6 total).  The immediate Past 
President was added to the BOG to make 3 total.

– At some point a technical session was incorporated 
at the monthly meeting, now starting at 5:30 p.m. and 
adjourning by 8:30 p.m.  Attendance averaged 30-35.

– The Austin Register still looked the same and cost 10 
cents to mail until the late 1970’s when it went to 13¢.

– By March 20, 1975; the Chapter was nearly 20 years 
old and meals at Sid’s Restaurant cost $5.00.

– In 1977, the Chapter Treasury held $2,563, but costs 
were rising.
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1980 – 1990, continued: 
– In 1984, the Chapter Newsletter incorporated the 

State of Texas and expanded the ASHRAE symbol 
coming out of a star to represent Austin (see header).

– During May of that Society Year of 1984-1985, the 
Austin Chapter won the Region VIII Golden Gavel for 
the first time in its history under Larry Bloomquist.   

– Meetings switched to Hotels & meals cost $12.00.
– By 1987 the addition of pictures and other inserts 

began in the Newsletter.  Mailing costs were 
skyrocketing to 20 cents.

– Editing software began to allow Editors to be more 
creative.
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1980 - 1990: 
– By President Ron Jackson’s year (1987-1988),  

adding pictures and other inserts in the Newsletter 
was still pretty crude.

– President Jackson set a historical precedent by 
being the first to include a Presidential picture on the 
front page of the newsletter, albeit a hand drawn 
caricature.  
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1990 - 2000: 
– By the early 1990’s, Presidential photos on the front 

page of the Newsletter became a requirement.  
– The decade started with Steve Jaeger as the first 

Austin Chapter member to serve twice as President. 
– Society year 1993-1994, saw Austin with our first, and 

only, female President – Gloria Hawkins. 
– 1996: The Chapter celebrated its 40th

Anniversary
– The Austin Register was advancing

technologically and including 
helpful websites within.
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1990 – 2000, continued: 
– Chapter’s Research goals reached $20,000+ 
– By the mid-1990’s, Chapter meetings continued at 

Hotels where meals now cost $15.00.
– Mailing the newsletter cost thirty-two (32) cents.
– Membership attendance averaged 40 to 45 attendees.
– 1996-1997, Chapter Historical archives were formed 

in City of Austin’s History Center where they remain 
today and are added to periodically.  

– The Austin Chapter started a web-site.
– Pictures now became digital and inserted in the 

Austin Register more easily than the old B&W efforts.
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1990 – 2000, continued: 
– Chapter Presidents routinely                                    

asked for and received                                   
Proclamations for Engineer’s                                      
Week.  The one to the right is                                  
from Governor George Bush.

– The Chapter had five Officers                                   
and four BOG members, and                                      
the Committee Chairs had                                    
expanded to seventeen (17).

– Membership attendance at                               
meetings was averaging                                          
about 40 to 45. 
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2000 - 2005: 
– By 2001, the Austin Chapter & Register had gone 

“high-tech”. The Register was electronically 
delivered via email.  Digital pictures are an integral 
part of the Newsletter.

– During Society Year 2003-2004, under President Jim 
Ruth, the Chapter received the “High 5 Award” for 
the most dollars contributed at $33,838 and through 
contributions by 91 different organizations.

– Meal prices were $20.00, and it cost 37 cents to mail 
the newsletters not sent by email. 
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2006 - 2009:  Developed more Chapter skills
– All the Newsletters and other pertinent information 

began being posted to our Chapter’s website. 
– The Chapter celebrated its 50th Anniversary in 2006.
– Meal prices were $25.00 and it cost more than 40 

cents to mail the newsletter, if not delivered by email.
– The Chapter began using E-vite to send out 

monthly reminders and to achieve head counts.
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2010 - Present: 
– We use our Chapter’s website more extensively now. 
– The Chapter will celebrated its 54th Anniversary.
– Meal prices are still $25.00 and “what does it cost to 

mail the newsletter now? (Forever Stamps).
– The Chapter Newsletter masthead has changed 

again. The future waits for no-one.
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In Memorial:
– Bill Adair was the Austin Chapter’s 25th President for 

the 1980-1981 Society year.  This was also the 25th

Anniversary for the Austin Chapter in April, 1981. Bill 
passed away on July 31st, 2004.

• Bill was a graduate of the University of Texas
• He was a Managing Principal and Director of Engineering at 

O'Connell Robertson & Associates, Inc. where he had 
worked since 1981.  

• Bill was a dedicated member of the local
engineering community, and involved in other
professional associations such as the
Texas Association of Healthcare Facility
Managers. 

Austin ASHRAE Chapter 066 Region VIII CRC April 2010



AUSTIN ASHRAE

22

In Memorial Continued:
– Charles D. Kieffer, P.E. was born                               

in Dallas, Texas on Nov. 26, 1936.
– He passed away on April 8, 2007.

• Charles was a graduate of The University of Texas at Austin.
• He served as President of the Dallas Chapter from 1979-

1980.
• Charles was the Austin Chapter’s 42nd President: 1997-1998. 
• He was a distinguished Professional Mechanical Engineer 

involved in the design and operation of building systems for 
over 40 years.

• His subject matter expertise was ASHRAE and State Energy 
Codes, Commissioning, and Laboratory Specification.
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In Memorial Continued:
– Mr. Bernard Segall, Jr. (Austin Chapter’s 1st 

President 1956-57) known to everyone as “B”, was 
born September 29, 1919 in Beaumont, Texas, and 
passed away on November 3, 2007.

• B lived in Shreveport, Louisiana where he grew up prior to 
going to Georgia Tech for a Mechanical Engineering degree 
and commission in the Army Air Corps.

• B eventually ended up in Austin, Texas, and established his 
own engineering firm and soon became the premier firm in 
the heating and ventilation industry.  

• “B” had the distinction of being involved with the La 
Commercial which was the first centrally air-conditioned 
building in Mexico City.
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The Present and BEYOND: 
– Our Chapter is blessed with a good mix of Officers & 

BOGs; Contractors, Sales/Manufacturing Reps, Govt. 
Officials, & Consultants all will carry us forward. 

Jim Ruth, P.E. Gordon Hall Thursten Simonsen, P.E. Fritz Stinson, P.E.
Dynamic Systems, Inc. Johnson Controls Texas Facilities Energy Engineering

Commission Associates
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The Present and BEYOND:
– 2010: Our Chapter will celebrate 54 Years this April.
– We still eat good food and have great fun the 

ASHRAE WAY!
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